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Dear Friends of Happy Hollow,

A theme song, a beloved ride refresh and a grand reopening! These milestones 
defi ned 2025 as The Year of Danny the Dragon, and one of the most memorable 
years in Happy Hollow Foundation’s history. 

From successfully completing our fi rst-ever Capital Campaign to celebrating two 
ribbon cuttings for Monarch Meadow and Danny the Dragon, your involvement 
made this year truly historic. Behind each milestone was a story—your Happy 
Hollow story—fi lled with memories and meaning that inspired acts of giving. 

For 67 years, the foundation has been powered by one constant: a community 
that believes this park and zoo matter. Across generations, friends like you have 
been visionaries, champions and stewards—generous not just with resources, 
but with trust in what we can do together to make Happy Hollow be the best it 
can be.

As we look ahead, those same values will guide what comes next. Happy 
Hollow’s future will be shaped by a community that shows up, generation after 
generation, as ambassadors, custodians and Dreambuilders. Because when a 
community believes this park and zoo matter, it safeguards its legacy and invests 
in it—ensuring Happy Hollow remains a treasured community asset that is highly 
valued and accessible to all.

Many thanks,

Rhonda Nourse
Executive Director, Happy Hollow Foundation

board of directors
Board Chair
Camie VanKeuren
CEO, Catholic Community Foundation

Treasurer
Josh Brabbins
Partner, KPMG

Acting Secretary
Geronimo De Ocampo Desumala III
Director of Christian Service, 
Bellarmine College Prep

Dr. Sonia Avilucea
Director of Student Success, 
Valley Christian High School

Rolando Bonilla
Chief Strategy Offi  cer, Voler SA

Dr. Rouviere De Waal
Community Leader

Kristin Mirek
Digital Marketing Consultant & 
Lecturer, New York University

Marissa Sinha
Partner, Lathrop GPM

Kirk Walukiewicz
Owner, Kirk Walukiewicz, CPA

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS
Betsy Kais
Chief Financial Offi  cer, BurnBot, Inc.

Jennifer Kirkland
Owner, Kirkland LLC

Lissa Kreisler
Emcee

Tracy Nees
Title I School Educator

Leah Schnoor
Capital Campaign Co-Chair

Rebecca Turner
Capital Campaign Co-Chair

STAFF
Marissa Martinez
Advancement Manager

Julie Henriques
Business Manager

Debbie Rishel
Capital Campaign Manager

Kim Vostermans
Programs & Projects Coordinator

Letter from
Executive Director

Rhonda
Nourse

Celebrating donor funded philanthropy with a City of San José commendation.
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Outcomes & Impact

200

Lines in the new 
theme song

Seasons of the 
Title I program

Dragon scales sold Ribbon cutting 
celebrations

Golden bricks 
auctioned off

Danny memorabilia 
items sold

Years of Hooray!
benefit event

Families served at 
Friendsgiving feast

1
First Capital 

Campaign in history
Monarch Meadow 

volunteers

135 11
Years of Senior 
Safari program

3,250
Top dessert auction 

bid at Hooray!

2025Year in Review
As Happy Hollow Park & Zoo’s nonprofi t advocate 
and partner, Happy Hollow Foundation commits to 
provide fi nancial and mission support; collaborate 
on programs; raise public awareness; enhance 
the visitor experience through improvements and 
steward the investments of donors like YOU. 



4 • ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Over the past two years, thousands of volunteer 
hours and hundreds of helping hands have 
transformed Monarch Meadow into a thriving 
pollinator paradise. Blooming around Happy 
Hollow’s Entry Plaza, this new native garden is a 
capital improvement project designed to support 
monarch butterfl ies and other vital pollinators while 
showing just how powerful thoughtful conservation 
can be in an urban setting.

“Seeing the number of insects present in the garden 
while weeding and watching how the garden grew 

and developed by the time of the ribbon cutting gave 
me great joy,” shared Deb Hiraki, a dedicated Monarch 
Meadow volunteer. “It’s important for the public to 

see how effective a native garden can be.”

The completion of Monarch Meadow was celebrated 
with a ribbon-cutting and Dreambuilder appreciation 
event, Cheers to You, aff ectionately dubbed a 
“pollinator party.” The annual Dreambuilder 
gathering came alive with fl uttering butterfl y wings, 
bee antennae and thousands of blooms—marking 
both a conservation milestone and a thank-you to 
those who made it possible.

Guests enjoyed hands-on activities that brought the 
mission to life, including seed ball making for pollinator 
habitats, glitter butterfl y tattoos, meeting with Zoo 
Education Animal Ambassadors and a collaborative art 
project for the refreshed Danny the Dragon ride.

Dreambuilders also experienced the unveiling of 
seven new interpretive signs that share the story of 
Monarch Meadow, highlight conservation partners 
and inspire simple actions everyone can take to 
protect pollinators.

“Being a Dreambuilder for Happy Hollow makes me 
feel hopeful for the future,” said Melody Walsh, who 

attended the ribbon cutting. “It is a magical place 
where we can all create memories to cherish.” 

Supporting Conservation

Donor-powered Conservation Creates Lasting Impact at Happy Hollow
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Monarch Meadow: A Community in Bloom

2025 Corporate 
& Community 

Partners
Astera Labs

Bellarmine College Prep Faculty 
California Water Service

Dinsmore Landscape Company 
Kaiser Permanente

Rotary Club of San Jose
San Jose Garden Club

Senior Safari volunteers
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Supporting Education

It was a brisk October morning 
when students from Adelante II 
Dual Language Academy made 
their way to Happy Hollow for a day 
full of learning, discovery and play. 

Getting to Happy Hollow became 
part of the adventure. With no 
district buses, and feet too small 
for the two-mile trek, students 
hopped on public transit and 
their excitement only grew with 
every stop closer to Happy 
Hollow. Once they arrived, 
students were welcomed by 
two Zoo Education Animal 
Ambassadors: Sal the salamander 
and Pan the box turtle. 

For many students, it was a fi rst 
opportunity to see animals up close. 

“This experience was more 
than just a fun day; it allowed 
our students to connect their 
classroom lessons to their 

community, fostering a deeper 
sense of stewardship for the 

natural world.” 

- Maria Gonzalez Aguilera, 
Adelante teacher

“A highlight for many was the 
hands-on petting zoo and the 
educational presentation where 
they safely interacted with 
animals to better understand 
their needs,” said Gonzalez 
Aguilera. “One student was 
particularly thrilled to see the 
meerkats in-person after she had 
read a book about them.”

Thanks to donor support, 
educational experiences are 
fully funded. Gonzalez Aguilera 
refl ected, “Our students had an 
incredible time at Happy Hollow 
where the education program 
brought their classroom learning 
to life. Thank you!” 

“Dear Happy Hollow, thank you for 
the opportunity to visit the park 
and zoo. I learned that the turtle 

can camoufl age with rocks.” 
- Yahel, student

Inspiring Young Learners One Student at a Time
Donors make STEM exploration accessible to local students
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Supporting Play

The Value of Play Does Not  Fade With  Age
Stories from the 11th season of Senior Safari

In 2025, Senior Safari set a new record, welcoming nearly 5,000 older adults for connection and community. Designed 
to promote healthy living and reduce isolation, the program runs the fourth Thursday of the month from May through 
October. Read two stories that capture its impact.

For Cherry Battaglia, a Senior Safari enthusiast, 
Happy Hollow has long been woven into her family’s 
story. Years ago, she brought her daughters when 
they were young, and more recently, she returned 
with her grandson. Spending time at the park during 
this stage of her life has been meaningful. “It made 
me feel younger,” Battaglia shared. 

At Senior Safari, Battaglia embraces everything the 
program has to off er: from dancing and sing-alongs 
with the U-Kool-Ladies to riding on the Keep-Around 
Carousel, Danny the Dragon and Dragon Flyers 
proving that the magic of Happy Hollow doesn’t fade 
with age. She also makes sure no visit ends without 
stopping to pet the goats. 

Being at Happy Hollow brought lightness as well 
as connection. Battaglia comes to Senior Safari 
with her friends every month where they make 
new memories together, dancing and laughing 
throughout the park. 

For Barbara Isa, Happy Hollow has always felt like 
home. Years ago, she lived near Kelley Park and 
often walked over with her daughter, creating early 
family memories among the zoo and rides.

Later in life, she returned through Senior Safari with 
her life partner, Howard Nakashiki, who has since 
passed away. Nakashiki used a wheelchair, and what 
Isa remembers most is how welcomed they felt. 
Staff  made it easy to experience the park together—
including riding the roller coaster—without ever 
feeling like a burden. 

“Senior Safari offers more than a day at the zoo—
it’s a reminder that Happy Hollow is a place where 

people of all ages can belong.”

Today, she visits with her sister and friends from her 
book club, rediscovering the park through shared 
laughter and connection. “We’re like kids again,” she 
laughed. 

Meet Cherry Meet  Barbara
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Santa Clara County families and advocates in the 
court system had a recent opportunity to enjoy time 
together over a Thanksgiving meal at a local park and 
zoo. Families in the Dependency Wellness Court and 
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) programs 
shared in a “Friendsgiving” Nov. 15 at Happy Hollow 
Park & Zoo in San José. The event — hosted by 
Happy Hollow Foundation through a Healthy Living 
grant from Kaiser Permanente — aimed to give 
positive experiences to people participating in the 
dependency wellness court and their families. 

The voluntary wellness program helps people 
through recovery, enabling them to reconnect with 
their loved ones, while the CASA program provides 
advocates to speak for foster youth in court.

The Friendsgiving feast provided struggling 
children and families a supportive environment 
ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday. Happy Hollow 
Foundation Executive Director Rhonda Nourse said 
such uplifting childhood experiences are critical to 
recovering from trauma. 

“It showed that the foundation has a very meaningful 
role in these people’s lives — just providing this one 

simple meal … and a positive experience around a 
holiday,” Nourse told San José Spotlight. 

Nearly 200 people attended the event this year, 
double the amount from 2024. Nourse said she 
was humbled by attendees sharing what they were 
thankful for, from clothing and food to sobriety and a 
roof over their heads.

A Table Set for Healing
Through donor support, “Friendsgiving” event was more than a meal
Story and photos by Lorraine Gabbert  | Previously published: Nov. 27, 2025

To read the full 
story, scan the 

QR code.
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Before...
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The Reimagined Danny the Dragon Ride
Made possible through the leadership and support of  

Happy Hollow Foundation — including its Board of Directors, staff, 
and the generous donors of this first-ever Capital Campaign.

Thank you for bringing this dream to life.  

A Magical Journey Awaits!

Scan to learn  
how you can be part of  

Happy Hollow Foundation’s  
donor circle.
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Thank You for Making Danny’s Dream a Reality!
Community rallies to remake the beloved ride
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After!
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With deep gratitude to the visionary donors whose leadership and generosity launched our fi rst 
capital campaign and transformed the beloved Danny the Dragon ride for generations to come.

$100,000 and above
Ronald Cali Family
Leann and Jeff rey Sobrato

$50,000 to $99,999
Dan Caputo Company
Madrone Ventures
Marianne and Carl Salas
Betty Vosburgh

$10,000-$49,999
Blach Construction Company
Judy and Bernie Blegen
Rou and Ben de Waal
Gretchen and Matt DiNapoli
Lissa Kreisler
Maner Family
Alicia Gutierrez and Philip Martin
Margaret and Kapil Nanda 

Family Foundation
Leah and Sean Schnoor
Turner Soule Family
Rhonda and Jimm Vosburgh
Melody Walsh
Patricia and Rakshat Zadoo

$5,000 to $9,999
Gina and Brian Adams
American Coaster Enthusiasts
Dr. Sonia Avilucea
Perla Rodriguez and Rolando Bonilla
Brandenburg Family Foundation
California Chins - Chinchilla Rescue
Friend of Happy Hollow
Cheryl and Adam Sweeney
Kirk Walukiewicz
Kim Wonyoung

$2,500 to $4,999
Lisa Beyersdoerfer
Friend of Happy Hollow
Kristin and Jeff  Huget
Sedano Family
Camie and Tres VanKeuren

$1,000 to $2,499
Tracey and Gregg Baeckler
Cecilia and Josh Brabbins
Peter and Gina Dixon
Corinne and Joe Dox
Guy Fullerton
Eric Gaertner
Geronimo Desumala and Neal Gutierrez
Christine Hooker
William Hoover
Melinda and Greg Hughes
D’Arcy and Jim Kirkland
Lea and Reid Lind
Margaret and Philip Ma
Sarah and Denny North
Marissa Nebenzahl Sinha and Kunal Sinha
Marc Wiesner

$500 to $999
Jennifer Atkinson
Susan and John Baird
Gini and Matt Bossenbroek
David Breiland
Linda Brooks
Danielle Christian
JoEllen and Carolyn Davis
Arlinda Duff y and Mario Day
Allison Dea-Kemp
Sharon Eidler
Brady Eidson
Teri and Rob Francis
Friend of Happy Hollow
Sandi Gabe
Leslie and Martin Gates
Stoyan Gaydarov
Jamie Hinds Godinez
Kelli and Marcus Hodge
KidZone Preschool & Childcare
Kate and Rich Kosoglow
Kim Le
Michael Lesyna
Jieying Loh
Kiersten McCormick Manuel and 

Gerard Manuel
Shannon Miller

Rosemarie Mirkin
Jennifer Moyen-Logan
Kimberly Nguyen
Karen Prince
John Recchio
Louise Robinson
Jennifer and Brian Rodrigues
Danielle Ruedisueli
Joshua Santos
Lynn Shannon
Haley Skov
Jonathan Smiley
Elise Stassart
Western States Oil
Lesley Williams
Christopher Xiao
Amy and Parke Young

$150 to $499
Gina and Joe Antuzzi
Katie and David Arken
The Law Offi  ce of Patricia D. Castorena
Amy and Jason Cody
David Cohen
Gerry and Alfi o Crema
Rhonda Nourse and Patrick Crema
Michelle Forrest
Friend of Happy Hollow
Julie and Chris Henriques
Debra D. Hiraki
Juan Liu for Yirene Zhang
Klare Marzano for Enzo Marzano
Marissa Martinez
Corin McCoy
Mary Mellor
Samantha Moore
Katrina Osorio
Amy and Sal Pizarro
Debbie Rishel and Burch Boehner
Ellen Rowe - In honor of Devon and 

Quinn Rowe
Diane Rudy
Randolph Shipes
Vostermans Family
Michele and Steve Wymer

Thank
You!
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Danny the Dragon, the ambassador of Happy 
Hollow, and every dragon’s favorite dragon, has 
a fi rst-ever theme song titled “It’s a Perfect Day” 
which debuted during the ride’s grand re-opening 
on July 15, 2025. The music and lyrics were written 
by Jennifer L. Jacobson, a songwriter, theme park 
enthusiast and former Happy Hollow Foundation 
board member. Here are excerpts from an interview 
with Jacobson about the song:

How did this theme song come about?
The list of dragons with their own theme song is 
shockingly small. Unless you’re a dragon whose 
name happens to be Puff , Elliot, Figment or Falkor, 
you probably don’t have your own theme song. As a 
songwriter and personal friend of Danny the Dragon, 
I knew I had to change that.

How did you meet Danny?
We met when I served on the board of Happy Hollow Foundation in 2014, and it just clicked. Then, in early 
2025, I got a donor relations call from the foundation and that’s when I suggested writing a song for Danny. 
As a character, Danny is so full of hope and love. I wanted that enthusiasm to spill out into Danny’s song.

What was the emotional spark that led to Danny’s song?
Joy and enthusiasm were my North Star. I imagined how Danny spends nights, hanging out with the zoo 
animals and dreaming about all the amazing people who will be visiting the next day. I could see Danny 
jumping and waving to the kids and inviting them into the park.

Why is the concept of “A Perfect Day” so important to this song?
I’ve worked in marketing, publicity, entertainment, and I’ve also 
worked with nonprofi ts and organizations that help kids and 
families who are going through specifi c hardships and struggles. 
I’ve seen perfect days and I’ve also seen days where diffi  cult 
things happen outside of your control that change you forever. 
To me, the perfect days are some of the best parts of life that 
help carry you forward, and that deserves a song! I feel like when 
you go to a place like Happy Hollow, no matter what is happening 
in the outside world, you can have a perfect day, and that 
deserves to be celebrated.

New Theme Song for Danny The Dragon
The story behind “It’s a Perfect Day”

Scan QR code
to listen to 
the song!

See next page 
for song lyrics. 



HAPPY HOLLOW FOUNDATION  • 15

It’s a Perfect Day (Danny’s Theme)

Hey let’s fl y, gonna soar up high
Let your heartbeat come to life
Let’s go play, gonna shout hooray
Let your wingtips touch the sky

Look around, there’s a whole world for you to see
Shout it out, you are right where  you need to be

Come with me and travel off  into the wild
Just your favorite dragon and a friend
It’s a perfect day for fun and fantasy
Take me to where all my stories spark and then begin
It’s a perfect day

Hey let’s roam, through this happy home
In a world with all our friends
You and me, are a family
And the magic never ends

Feed your wild, it’s an adventure kind of day
Free your style, here in that Happy Hollow way

Come with me, and travel out into the wild
Just your favorite dragon and our friends
It’s a perfect day for fun and fantasy
Take us to where all our stories spark and then begin
It’s a perfect day, it’s a perfect day, it’s a perfect day

Jennifer L. Jacobson
©2025 Jennifer L. Jacobson Publishing (ASCAP)

Sing Along, It’s a Perfect Day!
Danny’s new theme song will have you singing all day
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In its third year, the Hooray for Happy Hollow benefi t 
event brought the community together in a way that 
was joyful, as well as deeply meaningful. Set against 
the backdrop of the park and zoo, this outdoor 
“un-gala” invites guests to mingle amid hands-on 
enrichment activities, meet animal ambassadors, 
enjoy food and libations and take a spin on the 
Keep-Around Carousel. 

This year, through a mission-driven program, guests 
heard directly from those whose lives are shaped 
by donor generosity. “As a teacher at Montgomery 
Elementary, I love to watch my students’ learning 
come alive,” said Tracy Nees, a Title I school educator 
who spoke during the sit-down program. 

“Thanks to Happy Hollow Foundation, classroom 
science becomes hands-on discovery at the zoo. 

Even more powerful, Happy Hollow brings families 
together and gives students a meaningful way to 

share what they’ve learned,” said Nees.

That same sense of belonging and possibility was 
echoed by Fred Ferrer, CEO of Child Advocates of 
Silicon Valley, an organization the foundation partners 
with to provide positive childhood experience for 
foster youth, right here at Happy Hollow.

“We have experienced no better place where kids can 
be kids and explore a world of possibilities than a 

visit to Happy Hollow. On behalf of all our children, 
may I express our deepest thanks for the opportunity 

you provide,” said Ferrer. 

Hooray drew a record number of attendees and 
raised a record amount of revenue to expand 
access programs and support special projects 
throughout the park and zoo. And beyond the 
numbers, Hooray is about connection—connecting 
donors to the mission, to the community and to the 
real impact of giving.

An Event with  Purpose
Real stories that demonstrate the impact of philanthropy

$271,761
revenue

$67,050 
paddle raise

230
attendees

Hooray By The Numbers
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Thank You Hooray 2025 Sponsors

Title Sponsor
Dan Caputo Company

Activities Sponsors
Judy & Bernie Blegen
California Water Service
Del Grande Dealer Group
The Barbara & Paul Gentzkow Family
Klobnock Family
KPMG
Lathrop GPM
Lexus of Stevens Creek
Melody Walsh

Sips & Snacks Sponsors
Sonia Avilucea – Board Member
California Bank of Commerce
Demkowski Family
Heritage Bank of Commerce
Lissa Kreisler
Valley Water Service
Kirk Walukiewicz – Board Member

Table Sponsors
Geronimo Desumala & Neal 
Gutierrez – Board Member
Gould Medical Group, 
   Sutter Health Modesto - Arlaine 
   Barcelona Gutierrez, MD
Friend of Hooray
Jon Honore
Tracy & Daryl Nees
Rebecca Turner & Erik Soule
Camie & Tres VanKeuren – Board 
     Member

Happy Hour Sponsors
Justin Fairchild
Kimberly & Brad Guzules
The Pied Piper
Tucker Construction

Save the Date
for Hooray

Saturday,
Sept. 12, 2026

Saturday,
Sept. 12, 2026

Saturday,
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As an intern, I gained invaluable fi rst-hand knowledge 
of Happy Hollow Foundation’s three core pillars: 
conservation, education and play. Not only did I learn 
about these concepts, but I also saw them actively put 
into practice, which revealed the deep passion and 
commitment of those who keep the foundation thriving. 
Across the park and through its programs, the message 
of conservation is clear: caring for animals, our planet 
and our community.

As I returned to Happy 
Hollow Park & Zoo for my 
internship, I was instantly 
reminded of numerous 
childhood memories. I 
remembered the joy and 
excitement I felt every 
time I visited as a kid - 
of climbing Redwood 
Lookout, of feeding the 
goats and riding the 
carousel (specifi cally on 
the eagle). Now, walking 
past those same rides 
and exhibits, everything 
felt smaller than I 
remembered, but not any 
less magical. It was a surreal experience to return to a 
place that had once meant so much to me, only this 
time, not as a visitor, but as someone ready to give back 
to the place that helped shape my earliest memories.

Learning by Doing
Internship program lets students roll up their sleeves

Launched as a pilot program in 2023, the foundation’s summer internship program has grown into a 
transformative experience. In 2025, the program had a new opportunity to partner with Presentation High 
School’s DEEDS program which connected the foundation to two outstanding young women through a 
competitive application process. The internship was carefully structured to give these students a real taste of 
nonprofi t operations. It challenged them in new ways every day by providing opportunities to strengthen key 
skills including marketing, customer service and even hands-on work like building mudhead sculptures on 
Danny’s track! The program culminated in fi rst-person refl ections as each intern shared what their time at the 
foundation had meant to them. Meet our interns:

To read the 
full story, 
scan the 
QR code.

To read the 
full story, 
scan the 
QR code.

Meet Ava Meet  Taylor
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Gifts $1,000 and above 
Gina and Brian Adams
Lily Ang and Francisco Imai
Dr. Sonia Avilucea
Tracy and Gregg Baeckler
Lorna and Merle Beghtel
Lisa and Mike Beyersdoerfer
Judy and Bernie Blegen
Perla Rodriguez and Rolando Bonilla
Matt and Maria Bornski
Donna and Jeff Boss
Franceen Borrillo
Cecilia and Josh Brabbins
Debbie Bylina
Robin and Jake Caputo
Katherine Caputo
Esther and Sian-Tek Chen
Gerry and Alfio Crema
Rhonda Nourse and Patrick Crema
Arlinda Duffy and Mario Day
Angela and Dave Delgado
Carole and Steve Demkowski
Gina and Peter Dixon
Corinne and Joseph Dox
Joi Duncan
Jennifer and Leonard Dulski
Tammy Duong
Corrine and Rod Fabie
Justin Fairchild
Kim and Blaine Flickner
Friend of Happy Hollow
Guy Fullerton
Eric Gaertner
Glenda and Rocke Garcia
Barbara and Paul Gentzkow
Patricia Gilpin
Deborah Goldeen and Erik Gutfeldt
Geronimo Desumala and Neal Gutierrez
Kim and Brad Guzules

Mary Buxton and Ronald Hess
Steve Hines
William Hoover
Christine and Joshua Hooker
Marge and George Honore
Jon Honore
Kristin and Jeff Huget
Melinda and Gregory Hughes
Lillian and James Junker
Betsy and Sam Kais
Judy and Warren Kaplan
Jiye Lee and Wonyoung Kim
D’Arcy and Jim Kirkland
Andy and Cheryl Klobnock
Denise Koroslev
Lissa Kreisler
Lea and Reid Lind
Noelia Garcia and Francis Liu
Jean Ann and Charles Luckhardt
Margaret and Philip Ma
Angelo Marchi
Tarkan Maner
Lori and John Manfroy
Alicia Gutierrez and Philip Martin
Michael Mark
Kristin and Jeff Mirek
Jason Molenda
Tracy and Daryl Nees
Sarah and Denny North
Kelly Simcox and Mark O’Hara
Leland Ong
Jenny Kim and Mike Olson
Berdi Oshidari
Helen Owen
Elizabeth and Mark Page
Vicki and Mike Pope
Jennifer and Brian Rodrigues
Adi and Guy Rom
Gwynne and Phil Rolla

Genevieve Rolla
Deanna and David Rosa
Michael Rosen
Marianne and Carl Salas
Laura and Gary Schoennauer
Leah and Sean Schnoor
Lindsey and Karl Schramm
David Sedano
Poonam and Kiranjit Sidhu
Laura Henderson and Jason Silva
Marissa Nebenzahl Sinha and  

Kunal Sinha
Laura and Russell Smith
Rebecca Turner and Erik Soule
Mary Murphy and Mark Stevens
Karen Strobach
Linda and Bill Sullivan
Vincent Sunzeri
Cheryl and Adam Sweeney
Barbara and Jeffrey Taylor
Carry and Elbyrne G. Thacker II
KT and Mark Tucker
Janine and Corey Valine
Camie and Tres VanKeuren
Betty Vosburgh
Rhonda and Jimm Vosburgh
Rouviere and Ben de Waal
Melody Walsh
Kirk Walukiewicz
Leah Glazer and Marc Wiesner
Lesley Williams
Johanna Wonsowicz
Joan Worley
J Wong
Mike Yaghmai
Christine and Bob Young
Amy and Parke Young
Patricia and Rakshat Zadoo
Mano and Robert Zelenka
Yves Zsutty

Happy Hollow Foundation would like to thank the 
individuals, families, corporations, foundations and 
grants that supported our programs in the calendar 
year January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025. 

Financial Summary
& Donor Recognition

We love our Dreambuilders!

About Dreambuilders:
When you make a gift of $1,000 or more, you automatically become a Danny the Dragon’s Dreambuilder! This is a 
special donor recognition level. Dreambuilders also have the option to receive unique benefits at every level such 
as Happy Hollow memberships, day passes and parking passes which may impact the tax-deductibility of a gift. 
Gifts made through donor advised funds are not eligible to receive more than incidental benefits.
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Financial Summary
Information reflects the calendar year ending December 31, 2025.

Corporations
$262,067

Events
$283,273

Grants
$184,785

Individuals
$639,755

In-kind
$75,234

Conservation 
$114,452

Exhibits and Rides
$540,219

Program
$513,937

Fundraising
$12,599

TOTAL:  $1,289,363TOTAL:  $1,445,114

Management 
and Administrative 
$108,156

Income Expenses

$250 - $999
Danielle Allen
Adonna Amoroso
Debra and Fabio Angelillis
Katie and David Arken
Jennifer Atkinson
Abby and DJ Avilucea
Rose Province Azalde
Catherine and George Azevedo
Susan and John Baird
Keely Berg
Jeffrey Blum
Debbie Rishel and Burch Boehner
Kristin Boscia
Gini and Matt Bossenbroek
David Breiland
Linda Brooks
Evelyn and Derek Brown
Julie Cardenas
Shauna Carlson
Amy and Matthew Cepe
Michael Chang
Danielle and Pete Christian
Jennifer and Rob Coelho
Jennifer Elliot-Cummings and  

Steven Cummings
Margaret Tamisiea and Steve Dakin
Jo Ellen and Carolyn Davis
Loretta and Thomas Dean
Caden Denton
Toni Duffy
JoAnn Bergoffen and Jeffrey Ehrlich
Sharon Eidler
Brady Eidson and Family
Brigitte Frenay and Craig Ekiss
Susan and Steve Ellenberg
Stefanie Santa-Esparza and Daxx Esparza
Colette Evans
David Farkouh

Frederick Ferrer
Alana Forrest
Teri and Rob Francis
Friend of Happy Hollow
Lisa Katimbang Fukuyama and  

Dan Fukuyama
Ellie Frymire
Joanna and Mike Fuller
Sandi and Jeffrey Gabe
Erica Cordero and Matt Galit
Teresa and Hector Gamboa
Tish Garcia
Leslie and Martin Gates
Marjorie and Peter Gaudio
Stoyan Gaydarov
Cindy and Greg Gentile
Jamie Hinds Godinez
Marilyn and Barry Goldsmith
Lisa and Don Goudy
Cherie Green
Lisa Guderian
Alyssa Gutierrez
Kelly Hanna
Nannan He
Kathleen Hendricks
Julie and Chris Henriques
Linda Higgins
Debra Hiraki
Kelli and Marcus Hodge
J. Gilbert Hwang
Elizabeth and Russell Johnson
Marilyn Johnson
Marianne Jonassen
Marilyn and Daniel Keelan
Allison Dea-Kemp and Joseph Kemp
Janikke Klem
Victoria Knecht
Kate and Rich Kosoglow
Liz LaRosa

Kate and Jeff Lawrence
Kim Le
Michelle and Greg Leando
Kathleen Lee
Judy Rookstool and Bob Leininger
Jacquelyn and Jim Lepetich
Michael Lesyna
Thelma Lie
Zi Shen Lim
Amir Littman
Karen Liu
Ginny and Mark Lockhart
Phill Luna
Jieying Luo
Ellen and Bob Maguire
Kiersten McCormick Manuel and  

Gerard Manuel
Cha Mayne and Pete Marciel
Lysa Marcouillier
Kate Marshall
Marissa Martinez
Anita and Scott McBride
Corin McCoy
Denise Michael
Ken Mignosa
Carmen Tam Miller
Janice Miller
Shannon Miller
Rosemarie and Barry Mirkin
Patricia Mayekawa and Royal Mittendorff
Rachel Monaco
Jennifer Moyen-Logan
Supriya Naik
Tze Chang Ng
Khang Nguyen
Kimberly Nguyen
Richard Nichols
Lynnie and Bernie Nojadera
Katrina Osorio
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Lori and Steve Papalias
Howard Partridge
Haryl Pasval
Daniel Peralez
Amy and Sal Pizarro
Megan and Scott Polhemus
Karen Prince and Family
Jenna Ray
John Recchio
John Reid
Annabelle Resch
Molly and Greg Rhine
Louise Robinson
Jen Elena-Romano and Joe Romano
Laura and Martin Romero
Elaine Rosingana
Espeth and Tony Rossetti
Kalina and Joshua Santos
Brenna Savage
Cynthia Schroeder
Sally and Mark Schroeder
Lisa Shannon
Lynn Shannon
James Williams and Lance Shoemaker
Haley Skov
Jonathan Smiley
Ted Smith
Elise Stassart
Carolyn Sted
Judy and Max Steinke
Theresa and Brian Stenhouse
Nancy Stewart
Wendy Mines and Eleanor Sue
Kathleen and Craig Sutherland
Andrea and Joe Thomas
Frank Throckmorton
Mina Ho and Mike Trapp
Terri Trotter
Sue and Greg Tseng
Barbara Tuma
Teri Uyeda
Wendy and David Volpatti
Kim and Bart Vostermans
Lisa Wangsness
Carrie and Chris Whitaker
Judie Wilcox
Steev Wilcox
Shannon and Daniel Winter
Christopher Xiao and Family
Susan and Frank Yaeger
Karel and Ken Youssefi

Up to $250
Rosanne Alarcon
Rebecca and Robert Allen
Paula and Dennis Anderson
Katie Angarano
Gina and Joe Antuzzi
Joan Avanzino
Dennis Avilucea

Renzel Balance
Italia Bautista Barcenas
Ann and George Beers
Karie and Aaron Bennett
Marc Beretta
Edesa Bitbadal
Sue and Mark Boennighausen
Vanessa Bonilla
Marie and Gayle Boxill
Richard Caginia
Chelsie Calandin
Kenneth Carrizosa
Patricia Castorena
Karen Cate
Jennifer and Kent Cater
Abraham Cervantes
Marie Channa
Annette Chastain
Marcos Chavez
Susan and Earl Cherne
Christine Clifford
Amy and Jason Cody
David Cohen
Margo and Ray Combs
Barbara Williams and John Comiskey
Angela and Ray Crabb
Helen Daley
Mario Day
Cynthia Esquivel-Delgado and  

Victor Delgado
Virginia Gelczis and Mitchell Diamond
Jeanne DiLeo
Nina and Dan Dobkin
Lynn Dobson
Charlotte Doudell
Yunge Du
Laurie Duarte
Craig Duttweiler
Sara Ellman
James Eppen
Marion Farber
Stephanie and Thomas Fernane
Ronaele Findley
The Finwall Family
Michelle Forrest
Lee Ann Foulger
Lynn Freret
Nidia Garcia
Hyru Gau
Nancy and Michael Gondron
Cynthia-May Gong
Margaret Goodman
Margo and Richard Gorini
Irene Graff
Janice Graffenberger
Anne Grugan
Neal Avery Gutierrez
Cynthia and Timothy Hadley
Janet Hagemann
Kathy Hall

Sheryl and Richard Haller
Rachel Hanson
Jo Arnett and Ken Hares
Jean Hargrove
Dolores Hawke
John Healey
Gregory Henderson
Ryan Jhon Henor
Elizabeth Kile-Herchkorn and  

Wesley Herchkorn
Lisa Hettler-Smith
Joyce Higa
Katherine and Ian Hill
Natalie Hillebrecht
Christine Holmes
Elizabeth Holt
Francine Hopkins
Marc Hopkins
Matt Howard
Ana Illanes
Michelle Johnson
Rosemary and Thomas Kamei
Lesley Fox and Ted Karlin
Josephine Kato
Jessica Kiefer
Barbara and Austin Kilburn
Manching Ko
Marcus Koehler
Gregory Kolb
Bryan Kot
Helena and Daniel Krach
Joel Lachter
Hilary Lansdon
Michael Laptalo
Sharon Fong and Wesley Lau
Eric Godshalk and Alvin Lau
Laura Leavitt
Amber LeDeit
Karen Klier and James Leventhal
Brandon Lew
Stephania and Dustin Lewis
Tina Lewis
Jennifer and Ronald Lind
Andrea and Steven Linder
Juan Liu
Robert Lloyd
Melina Lobese
Sandra Lococo
Yvonne Loo
Hilda Morales Lucio
Alison Lundin
Jeanne Lyons
Joji Maekawa
Janet Maisen
Lorenzo Marcini
Klare Marzano
Susan and Glenn Mau
Erin Maureen McCauley
Barbara McChesney
Mary Mellor

Individuals, continued
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Bev Miller
Carol and Bryan Miller
Samantha Moore
Tina Morrill
Carolyn and John Morse
Patricia Munoz
Doris and James Murai
Tish Murphy
Alice Neal
Rosalie and Jack Nourse
Caitlin O’Hara
Daniel Ogburn
Barbara and Scott Olsen
Shannen Osborne
Terry Oshidari
Breanna Palermo
Jeanne Palmer
Lisa Parker-Kim
Rebecca Pedroza
Cornelia Pendleton
Robert Pershe
Christopher Petak
Julie Petermann
Pat Pierce
Don Pierson
Valerie and Ronald Plummer
Eric Purviance
Jingxin Qian
Cecilia Quick
Sandra Radcliff
Megan Alpers-Raschefsky and  

William Raschefsky
Pam Rebillot
Jeanne Risso-Sellgren
Jetty Rodriguez
Ellen Rowe
Lisa Ruder
Jessica Ruppert
Susan Ruscigno
Emily Ruvalcaba
Jeannette and Glenn Samuels
Katie Sandoval-Clark
Jeremy and April Santos
Portia Saul
Cheree and Lester Schabilion
Kimberly and Alan Schauer
Therese and Harvey Schecter
Stephanie Schembri
Racheal Schipke
Jenny Schmidt
Heather Schomaker
Jean Schorr
Carol Selter
Jeanne and Michael Serpa
Leslie and David Serrano
Elena Seto
Virginia Shea
Kelly Shepherd
Mirra Shernock
Randolph Shipes

Stephanie Simmons
Sherrie and Bruce Simpson
Jasmine Sindico
Lorene Sisson
Elysse Smiley
Annie Smith
Lonna and Michael Smith
Sharon Sneed
Shelly and John Stamps
Karin Stein
Liz and Drew Stewart
Brittany Street
Ted Streete
Susan Suffel
Sharon Sugimoto
Sylvia Sundholm
Georgina Suzuki
Carole Swain
Denise Takao
Sandra Tatum
Grace Thomas
Lawrence Thoo
Diane Rudy and Tim Tolbert
Victoria Toschi
Sandra and Burt Treanor
Andrea Trese
Sharon and Ben Tsukiji
Sheryl and Steve Turner
Bianca Vallorz
Sriranga Veeraraghavan
Theresa Vidal
Joyce Vodegel
Wanda Waldera
Bing Wang
Qi Wang
Yuwei Wang
Lisa and Chris Webb
Kathleen White
Denise Williams
Chris Wong
Justine Wong
Avi Yotam
Cathy and Tim Young
Barbara Zinicola

COMPANIES AND FOUNDATIONS 
Thank you to these companies 
and foundations that invested in 
programs, events and exhibits.

$50,000 or more
Kaiser Permanente
Sobrato Family Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Madrone Ventures, Inc.

$10,000 to $24,999
Adobe

Blach Construction
California Water Service
County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors District 2, Betty Duong
Dan Caputo Company
Friends of Happy Hollow
Harold Lee and Vernita Ruth McEachern 

Family Foundation
KLA Foundation
Nanda Family Foundation
Star One Credit Union

$5,000 to $9,999
American Coaster Enthusiasts
Anthem Blue Cross Medi-Cal
Apple, Inc.
Brandenburg Family Foundation
Californa Chins Chinchilla Rescue
Del Grande Dealer Group
DiNapoli Foundation
Francis Noz Heritage Foundation
KPMG
Lathrop GPM
Lexus Stevens Creek
Los Altos Sunset Rotary Club
Mirnahill Foundation
Plumbers, Steamfitters & Refrigeration 

Fitters UA Local 393
San Jose Water
The Sedano Fund
Stanford Healthcare
Tech CU
Uplift Community Fund

$2,500-$4,999
AARP California
California Bank of Commerce
Coit Family Foundation
Gates Foundation
Heritage Bank of Commerce
Manny & Cecile Hernandez  

Charitable Foundation
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Olander Family Foundation
Santa Clara Family Health Plan
Schueler Giving Fund
Seidel Family Foundation
Valley Water

$1,000-$2,499	
Altman-Aronow Charitable Foundation
City of San José Council District 4,  

Council Member David Cohen
City of San José Council District 9,  

Council Member Pam Foley
Community Foundation Santa Cruz 

County
eBay
G Armstrong Giving Fund
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Google
Leo Fontana Family Foundation
Overton Foundation
Pied Piper Exterminators
Safari West Inc.
Steven and Catherine Jacob  

Family Foundation
Talcott Resolution Life Insurance 

Company
United Way Bay Area

In Kind Donors
Breathe Together Yoga
Byington Vineyard & Winery
C’est Si Bon Bakery
Campisi and Company
City of San José
County of Santa Clara Department  

of Aging and Adult Services
Rouviere and Ben de Waal
Dinsmore Landscape
Dorothy Scarpace
Dry Creek Grill
Fortino Winery
Giorgio’s Italian Food
Gunther’s Restaurant and Catering
Julie and Chris Henriques
Higher Fire Clayspace & Gallery
History San José
Icing on the Cake
J. Lohr
Jennifer Jacobson

Joe Escobar
Kendra Scott
Lissa Kreisler
Tracy and Daryl Nees
Richard Nichols
Rhonda Nourse and Patrick Crema
Palermo Italian Restaurant
Paris Avenue
Marilyn Payne
Picchetti Winery
Rancho del Pueblo Golf Course
Royal Wines & Spirits
Safari West Inc.
San Francisco Pediatric Laser 

Acupuncture
San Jose Barracuda
San Jose Giants
San Jose State University Athletics
San Jose State University Spartan  

Golf Complex
Saratoga Country Club
Ruth and William Schriver
Sharks Ice
Silver Creek Valley Country Club
Soquel Vineyards
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley
Tutu School Willow Glen
Vardy’s Jewelers
Voler Strategic Advisors
Kim and Bart Vostermans

Tributes and Honorary Gifts	

Josh Baird, honorary gift from Susan and 
John Baird

Karie and Aaron Bennett, honorary gift 
from Kathleen Hendricks – For all the 
great work you do. Thank you.

In honor of Lissa Whelan and Jeffrey 
Blum, honorary gift from Sue and Greg 
Tseng – Thank you for allowing us to be 
a part of the sharing of your hearts – 
always open and always so caring. We 
love you both so much.  
Love, Greg and Sue

The Cheesecake Factory Give Back Team, 
honorary gift from Overton Foundation

Lissa Kreisler, honorary gift from  
Karen Strobach

Jeff and Lissa, honorary gift from Anita 
and Scott McBride – Best wishes for a 
wonderful marriage!!!

Staci Lee, honorary gift from Kathleen 
Lee – For her many volunteer hours 
over the years and her love for the 
animals she cares for

Lily Rocha, honorary gift from Gregory 
Henderson – To Support the Animal 
Exhibits at Happy Hollow!

Rebecca Turner and Erik Soule, a friend 
giving through DAF Giving 360

Rebecca Turner and Erik Soule, a friend 
giving through Fidelity Charitable

Melody Walsh, honorary gift from  
Jeanne Lyons

Laura Davis, memorial gift from Katherine 
and Ian Hill

Charles Howard Cobb, memorial gift from 
Jennifer and Kent Cater

Tim Hadley, memorial gift from Cynthia 
and Timothy Hadley



Fourth Thursday of the month, May-October 
9 to 10 a.m.  |  Free admission, free parking

2026
May 28
June 25
July 23
Aug. 27
Sept. 24
Oct. 22

happyhollow.org/seniorsafari

About This Publication
This Annual Report was 
created and published by 
Happy Hollow Foundation. 
Unless otherwise noted 
the information inside 
refl ects the calendar year 
of 2025.

Every eff ort has been made to 
ensure that this information 
is accurate and up to date. If 
you notice an error or have 
a question, please contact 
foundation@happyhollow.org.

1300 Senter Road
San Jose, CA 95112

   facebook.com/hhpzoo
   instagram.com/hhpzoo
   linkedin.com/company/
   happy-hollow-park-zoo
   linkedin.com/company/      
   happyhollowfoundation

Hooray for Happy Hollow Benefi t Event
Saturday, Sept. 12, 5-7:30 p.m.

Happy Hollow Park & Zoo

Contributors
Lorraine Gabbert 
Jennifer Jacobson
Marissa Martinez
Taylor Mellin
Rhonda Nourse
Ava Woodbury

Graphic Design by: 
Krista Thomas

Save th e date in 2026


